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World-leading rock lobster fishery embraces
digital future with new app

The world’s first certified sustainable fishery is going
digital, with Western Rock Lobster’s new FishOps app
set to transform fishing, data collection and supply
chain traceability. 

Securing the future of aquatic animal health:
Balancing the old with the new

Australia is building the next generation of experts to
keep aquatic animal diseases in check by combining
new technology with proven techniques. 

‘Incredible experience’: Indigenous
professionals make their mark at pivotal
conference 

The Australian Society for Fish Biology (ASFB) 2025
conference, supported by FRDC, has cemented the
position of First Nations voices in fisheries science
innovation.
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Innovative design reduces bycatch in prawn
fisheries

Trials of Bycatch Reduction Devices (BRDs) are
achieving positive results, helping to reduce capture of
sea snakes, sharks and rays by about 60 per cent. 

New genetics-based methods could set
smarter catch limits 

New genetics-based harvest rules could transform
fisheries management, offering smarter, more
adaptable ways to set catch limits and protect fish
stocks. 

A decade of restoration: OzFish turns 10 

OzFish has celebrated a decade of restoring
waterways, enhancing fishing opportunities for
recreational fishers and inspiring communities
nationwide. 
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With over 750,000 recreational fishers
wetting a line each year, fishing is in WA’s
DNA

With FRDC’s help, Recfishwest is championing the
social, economic and cultural value of recreational
fishing in Western Australia, today and into the future. 

A successful splash: Tropical Rock Oyster
Workshop a huge hit

Off the back of the first International Tropical Rock
Oyster Workshop in Darwin in 2023 (FRDC
Project 2022-186) led by Senior Aquaculture Research
Scientist Dr Samantha Nowland, the 2025 Tahiti
workshop has proved just as successful. 

Join the Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) Network! A new network has emerged to facilitate Australian and New

Zealand information gathering and sharing on marine HABs. It will host training opportunities, conferences,

workshops, along with national and global research advances. Register your interest

Learn how to partner with FRDC and other Australian RDCs Explore RDCs and start identifying which

agricultural sectors align with your work. Dive into the specific RDCs, understand their priorities, and reach out to

growᴬᴳ concierge service to explore tailored engagement pathways. Find out more 

Tropical Rock Oyster journal article now live The journal article ‘Bacterial and Vibrio community diversity in

tropical rock oysters in northern Australia’, which was written as part of project 2020-043, is now live on

ScienceDirect. Read the full article

NSW Wild Harvest Fishers Inc. (NSWWHF) Chief Executive Officer Christopher Melham has accepted a new
opportunity, after helping establish the NSWWHF Association over the past 12 months. NSWWHF is actively
seeking a CEO replacement and is welcoming applications for an Executive Officer and Administrative
Assistant.  
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Mr Patrick Hutchinson is the new Chair for Oysters Australia. A highly credentialed Agribusiness leader, Patrick
has more than 25 years' experience in agricultural trade, international and national food supply affairs.  
Blue Economy CRC has appointed Angela Williamson as Chief Executive Officer (CEO). Angela takes over
from Professor Irene Penesis who was Acting CEO following Dr John Whittington's departure. Angela
commenced her new role on 8 September 2025.
The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) welcomes Lisa Bennett as its Senior Fisheries Manager for Australia
and New Zealand. Prior to working at MSC, Lisa held various positions with the Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) in Western Australia.
Dallas D’Silva has finished up as Executive Director at the Queensland Department of Primary Industries.
Eddie Jebreen has been appointed acting Executive Director. 

Dan Gaughan is departing the Department of
Primary Industries and Regional Development
WA after a 40-year relationship with marine
research and fisheries science. Dan was a long-
term contributor to our WA Research Advisory
Committee Process, as well as leading several
FRDC projects. 

Former and current scientists and managers Dr Stephen Newman, Dr
Rod Lenanton, Dr Jim Penn, Dr Peter Rogers and Nathan Harrison

wish Dan (second from left) well with his future endeavours. 

Got any movers or shakers? Let us know at comms@frdc.com.au

Stay up-to-date with our schedule of exciting and informative gatherings, from conferences to workshops
and more. Whether you're looking to network with like-minded individuals, learn from industry experts, or
simply have a good time, you'll find it all here. Browse our events calendar, find one that interests you, and
join us for a memorable experience!
Click here for the latest schedule

Interested in our research projects?
A dynamic list of our current and completed projects are available on our website. Not only can you search for a
project number on our search facility at the top of our website, you can also filter our projects by topics, species,
organisation and more on the search page by:

using the filter list on the right side of the search results page when searching from the desktop (see desktop
view video) below or
navigating to the bottom of any web page and click on View filter section to expand the filter options when
viewing on mobile devices (see Mobile view video below)

Desktop Version Mobile Version

mailto:comms@frdc.com.au
https://www.frdc.com.au/upcoming-events
https://www.frdc.com.au/project-search?f%5B0%5D=project_status%3ACurrent
https://www.frdc.com.au/project-search?f%5B0%5D=project_status%3ACompleted


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ziQX68y-PGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cU5AbN5JLTQ

