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Delivering impact for
fishing & aquaculture

News Jjuly 2025

FRDC acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the
5@%)\  Traditional Custodians of land, sea and sky, recognising their deep, enduring
“\| connection to these places.

Feeding Smarter

Scaling up Murray Cod nutrition

@ Find out more
@ (Welcome)

Hi contact.firstname,

While Atlantic Salmon and Barramundi are well-established eating species, Murray Cod is a uniquely Australian fish with
exceptional eating quality and rising demand.

Our top story this month has uncovered insights into how feeding strategies for Murray Cod can be fine-tuned to get more
from every mouthful.

Other top stories include an investigation into the influence of international panels on marine management, how artificial
reefs are being embraced within Australia and abroad, a new network to support trawl innovation, the conference
uncovering technological innovations for aquatic animals, and a wrap-up of our annual FRDC stakeholder workshop.
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(Top stories)

Feeding Smarter: Scaling up Murray Cod
nutrition

New research is helping Murray Cod (Maccullochella
peelii) farmers get more from every mouthful.

@ (Read mure)

Novel governance for a changing ocean

New FRDC-supported research is building capability and
capacity, investigating how international High-Level Panel
for a Sustainable Ocean Economy is influencing Australian
marine management.

@ (Read more)

Are artificial reefs really increasing marine life,
boosting recreational fishing and driving
tourism?

Australia is home to more than 150 artificial reefs, which
have provided increased fishing opportunities for
recreational fishers. FRDC supported Recfishwest to
attend one of the most established artificial reef research
conferences to better understand how international
policymakers have embraced artificial reefs.

@ (Read mure)
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Trawl fishers invited to share and drive
innovation online

A new online Community of Practice (COP) is set to
reshape Australia’s commercial trawl fishing sector by
creating a shared space for collaboration between fishers,
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FRDC Stakeholder Workshop 2025 — a forum
for learning and exchanging ideas

Nearly 70 people attended the two-day workshop, where
FRDC shared our performance outcomes against our
priorities, stakeholders discussed the challenges of
climate change, “pulling apart” all 450 FRDC projects
currently underway and learnt how to strengthen
community trust in fishing and aquaculture.

@ (Read more)

Innovative technology for improved animal
production and health

Nearly 100 conference attendees were at the 7th FRDC
Australasian Scientific Conference on Aquatic Animal
Health & Biosecurity (ASCAAHB). Split evenly across
industry, research and government sectors, including a
significant student cohort, the 2025 ASCAAHB centred on
the technological innovations to improve the health and
production of aquatic animals.

@ (Read more)
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Collaboration and Culture: FRDC’s RD&E Plan

2025-30 Launched - arie
FRDC was proud to launch its RD&E Plan 2025-30: @ Develop

Delivering Impact through Collaboration, and its

commissioned artwork by Aboriginal, Torres Strait and

Maori artist Beau Pennefather Motlop, at a lively dinner - r
hosted by FRDC Chair Dr Elizabeth (Beth) Woods OAM.

@ (Read mnre)

® (o)

» Abstracts for Seafood Directions 2026 are now open! The conference will explore how we respond to consumer
trends, harness technology, build resilience, and secure access for future generations.
Submit your abstract

 Anticipation for the upcoming Trans-Tasman Lobster Conference 2025 is building! With the support of the FRDC,
Seafood Industry Victoria (SIV) are proud to be hosting the most important event on the calendar for our lobster (or as
we call it, crayfish!) industry, to be held in Melbourne on August 19 — 21.

Get your tickets now!

» The national shark depredation survey is now open! The online survey will collect important info from fishers to
document their experience with depredation, methods currently being used to reduce sharks eating catch, and
feedback on potential new solutions to reduce shark interactions.

Fill out the survey!

» The Country-of-Origin Labelling (CoOL) for seafood in hospitality settings information standard has been finalised!

From 1st July 2025, restaurants, cafés and other hospitality venues must begin the transition to identify where the
seafood they serve comes from, using the Australian-Imported—Mixed (AIM) model. CoOL will be enforceable from
1 July 2026.
Read more about CoOL in this ABC News Story

» Registrations now open for the Aotearoa New Zealand Seaweed Association Summit 2025!

ANZSA's Seaweed Summit is your opportunity to dive into the world of seaweed, connect with industry leaders,
researchers, and innovators, and explore the boundless potential of this incredible marine resource. We bring
together experts, entrepreneurs, investors and policymakers to discuss building the value chain for a seaweed
economy.
Register now!

o Unearthed: The people changing Australian agriculture is a new podcast from AgriFutures Australia uncovering
the big ideas, bold decisions and real-world impact shaping the future of our rural industries.

Listen to the first episode

» Hear how University of Wollongong’s Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS) are
collaborating with Pacific and Timor-Leste partners to strengthen sustainable, community-based fisheries and build
climate-resilient, food-secure futures through innovation, locally informed research.
Watch now

» Following the recent media over the SA algal bloom, SafeFish have compiled a short fact sheet on the human health
and food regulatory aspects related to brevetoxins and neurotoxic shellfish poisoning.
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Check it out

@ Gn the news)

« International fishing and aquaculture leader Mr Sean Sloan has been announced as the new Fisheries Research
and Development Corporation (FRDC) Managing Director. International fishing and aquaculture leader Mr Sean
Sloan has been announced as the new Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC) Managing
Director.

Read now

« The Albanese Government will invest up to $14 million to support the South Australian Government’s efforts to
combat the effects of the devastating algal bloom affecting state waters, and to improve preparedness for future
events. FRDC has recently invested in a new project to isolate the culture of the particular algae species currently
affecting South Australia to better understand the toxic effects, develop rapid early-warning and detection methods
and examine the toxin threats to seafood production.

Read more

» Congratulations to Australia Bay Seafoods on the launch of their new vessel The Seafood Council proudly
congratulates Australia Bay Seafoods on the successful launch of their new vessel, FV Australia Bay, at the Francis
Bay Mooring Basin in Darwin on Saturday. This impressive vessel embodies Australia Bay Seafoods’ commitment to
sustainable fishing practices and industry innovation.

Read more

( Move rs)

» Tuna Australia’s Program Manager, Phil Ravanello, who has been the driving force behind many of the
organisation’s projects, is now saying goodbye.

 The Commonwealth Fisheries Association has appointed Emily Rowe as their new Executive Officer. Emily is a
driven professional with a background in science and over 15 years’ experience across commercial fishing,
aquaculture, agriculture, and utilities.

» Dairy Australia has announced the appointment of Dr Matthew Shaffer as its new Chief Executive Officer, marking a
significant leadership transition for the organisation.

 Bill Wall is finishing up as Lead Sustainable Sourcing Manager (Seafood) at Coles to join The Nature Conservancy
as the Business Engagement Manager in their Large-Scale Fisheries Team.

» Mike Kaiser has been appointed Secretary of the Department of Climate Change, Energy, Environment and Water
(DCCEEW), replacing David Fredericks who retired shortly after the May federal election.

» After 20 years, countless waves, and millions of fish, General Manager of Marine Operations at Huon, David (Dave)
Morehead is retiring.

Got any movers or shakers? Let us know at comms@frdc.com.au

( Events)

Stay up-to-date with our schedule of exciting and informative gatherings, from conferences to workshops
and more. Whether you're looking to network with like-minded individuals, learn from industry experts, or
simply have a good time, you'll find it all here. Browse our events calendar, find one that interests you, and
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join us for a memorable experience!
Click here for the latest schedule

FRDC projects

Interested in our research projects?

A dynamic list of our current and completed projects are available on our website. Not only can you search for a project
number on our search facility at the top of our website, you can also filter our projects by topics, species, organisation
and more on the search page by:

« using the filter list on the right side of the search results page when searching from the desktop (see desktop view
video) below or
navigating to the bottom of any web page and click on View filter section to expand the filter options when viewing on
mobile devices (see Mobile view video below)

Desktop Version Mobile Version
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