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Hi Blair, 

From southern Australia's aquaculture sector comes Yellowtail Kingfish, a versatile hero on plates from home-
kitchens to Michelin-starred restaurants.

Now, the species is getting a critical defense. Our top story this month dives deep into the development of a
new vaccine that promises strong protection against key bacterial diseases.

Other top stories explore whether hatchery-reared fish can enhance the stocks of popular recreational species
while supporting conservation; how size limit increases and catch caps on Shortspined Sea Urchins can
preserve this unique delicacy, and the potential for insect feed to revolutionise Trout and Barramundi fisheries.

We also debunk common misconceptions surrounding seafood consumption and microplastic exposure,
showcase FRDC’s commitment to advancing research, development and innovation through our investment of
over $40 million in Australia’s fishing and aquaculture sectors.

If you have any questions, please reach out to comms@frdc.com.au 
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Protecting Yellowtail Kingfish: trivalent vaccine boosts sustainable aquaculture

An FRDC Project has just developed a new trivalent vaccine to protect Yellowtail Kingfish against three major
bacterial threats.

Can hatchery fish build recreational fish biomass?

Testing the feasibility of stocking Sand Flathead, Snapper and Estuary Perch has demonstrated the benefits
enhancement can have in supporting conservation and climate-driven opportunities for Tasmania’s
recreational fisheries.
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Could insects feed the future of aquaculture?

Research shows Black Soldier Fly larvae meal can match fishmeal found in an Aquaculture diet, offering an
innovative and sustainable protein feed source for Australia’s Trout and Barramundi aquaculture sectors.

Taking proactive measures to preserve Shortspined Sea Urchins

Data from the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies (IMAS) has supported size limit increases and catch
caps to ensure sea urchin aficionados can enjoy this unique delicacy for years to come.
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Exceedingly low: Debunking the seafood exposure and microplastics myth

Australian researchers have debunked common misconceptions surrounding seafood consumption, revealing
microplastic exposure is far greater from indoor air and dust than from a fish diet.

FRDC invested over $40m in 411 projects to deliver innovation and impact

FRDC's 2024-25 Annual Report showcases our commitment to advancing research, development and
innovation through our investment of over $40 million in Australia’s fishing and aquaculture sectors.

Join FRDC’s marine climate briefings
Be prepared for summer, when water temperatures are highest and any additional warming brings risk,
by joining FRDC’s marine climate briefing 25/26 webinar series, supported by BOM and CSIRO.
Register your interest
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Keen to be involved in Australia's leading seafood leadership program?
Then make sure to not to miss the latest NSILP Information session! Hear from NSILP alumni and
discover how the program can help you build vital communication and leadership skills. Register now!

Details
Date: Friday 21 November
Time: 1-2pm (Australian Eastern Daylight Time)

Sea Change Australia’s Call for Climate Questions
Your questions will help shape practical guidance for a climate-smart and resilient future for Australia’s
fishing and aquaculture sector. ️ Submit your questions by Friday 14 November to be in the running to
win 1 of 4 $100 BCF vouchers! (Courtesy of OzFish). Submit your questions

Veronica Papacosta will step down as CEO for Seafood Industry Australia. She will step into the CEO
position for the Australian Fresh Produce Alliance in January 2026, continuing her leadership within
Australia’s food sector. 
Women in Seafood Australasia (WISA) have announced its WISA 2025–26 Board of Directors. This
includes Claire Webber from South Australia as the new Chair and its first Australasian Director Tiff Bock
from New Zealand.
AgriFutures have appointed Ms Brianna Casey AM as their incoming Managing Director of AgriFutures
Australia. Ms Casey will commence in her new role on Monday 19 January 2026.
The Northern Territory Seafood Council (NTSC) has announced Tim Burrows as its new Chair. Tim has
more than 40 years' experience in the agribusiness sector. 
Tasmanian abalone fisheries research scientist Dr Craig Mundy has retired after 25 years at the Institute
for Marine and Antarctic Science (IMAS) at the University of Tasmania.  Craig will continue to engage on
selected benthic invertebrate fishery projects and continue collaborations with abalone fishery research
colleagues.
Sue Grau has taken the Executive Officer position for the Tasmanian Commercial Divers Association
(TCDA).
Dr Sarah Ugalde has moved from the University of Tasmania to the Marine Bioproducts Cooperative
Research Centre (CRC).

Got any movers or shakers? Let us know at comms@frdc.com.au

Stay up-to-date with our schedule of exciting and informative gatherings, from conferences to workshops
and more. Whether you're looking to network with like-minded individuals, learn from industry experts, or
simply have a good time, you'll find it all here. Browse our events calendar, find one that interests you, and
join us for a memorable experience!
Click here for the latest schedule
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Interested in our research projects?
A dynamic list of our current and completed projects are available on our website. Not only can you search
for a project number on our search facility at the top of our website, you can also filter our projects by topics,
species, organisation and more on the search page by:

using the filter list on the right side of the search results page when searching from the desktop (see
desktop view video) below or
navigating to the bottom of any web page and click on View filter section to expand the filter options when
viewing on mobile devices (see Mobile view video below)

Desktop Version
Mobile Version
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