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From the Coordination Program 
Leader 
 
Welcome to 2025. The major announcement for 
this edition of Health Highlights is the Seventh 
FRDC Australasian Scientific Conference on Aquatic 
Animal Health & Biosecurity.  
 
The FRDC Australasian Scientific Conference on 
Aquatic Animal Health & Biosecurity is a biennial 
event that first occurred around 1999 and has run 
continuously since then (except for 2021 due to 
COVID).  
 
The sixth Conference in 2023 attracted 90 
participants, 4 keynote speakers, an industry panel 
session and 50 aquatic animal health and 
biosecurity presentations.  
 
In 2024, the AAHBCP committee commenced 
planning the seventh conference, which will be 
held in Cairns from 8 – 11 July 2025. 
 
To make life a bit easier, we’ve also created a new 
email address for the AAHBCP, so if you want to 
contact us, please use  FRDC_AAHBCP@csiro.au. 
 
Regards,  
Nick 

Seventh FRDC Australasian 
Scientific Conference on 
Aquatic Animal Health & 

Biosecurity 
 

Date: 8-11 July 2025 
Venue: Pullman Reef Hotel, Cairns, Australia 
 
Sponsored by the Fisheries Research & Development 
Corporation (FRDC) and delivered through the 
Aquatic Animal Health and Biosecurity Coordination 
Program (AAHBCP), the conference is the premier 
event for the aquatic animal health community in 
Australia, bringing together researchers, industry, 
government, and students. Emerging researchers in 
the field are encouraged to present their work, with a 
prize for the best PhD student presentation. The 
conversations that occur at this event are also an 
invaluable opportunity to foster collaboration.  
 
The Seventh FRDC Australasian Scientific Conference 
on Aquatic Animal Health and Biosecurity will be 
held at the Pullman Reef Hotel, Cairns, starting at 
9:00am on Tuesday 8 July and closing at midday on 
Friday 11 July 2025. The conference dinner will be 
held on Thursday 10 July 2025. The dates, timing and 
venue were determined based on feedback from 
previous conferences. Please note there is no longer a 
free afternoon on Wednesday as we have made the 
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close earlier on Friday to make it easier for people 
to get home for the weekend. Wednesday was 
always a good opportunity for informal and formal 
meetings, so these can be held on Friday afternoon. 
  
This year the theme of the conference 
is “Technology for Improved Production and 
Health.” The conference program will be developed 
based on the range of topics received as abstracts, 
and all topics relating to aquatic animal health and 
biosecurity are welcome. At least one panel session 
will take place and is currently being organised.  
 
For the Conference this year the following Keynote 
Speakers have accepted our invitation (we are still 
organising the fourth): 
 

• Dr Tina Oldham, Institute of Marine 
Research, Animal Welfare Group, Norway 

• Tony Charles, Senior Manager, Australian 
Prawn Farms, Ilbilbie, Australia 

• Dr Colin Johnston, Chief Technical Officer, 
Tassal Group, Hobart, Australia 

• To be determined 
 
Registration and abstract submission open on 1 
March 2025 (via link below). 
 
Registration & Abstract submission - 7th FRDC 
Australasian Scientific Conference on Aquatic 
Animal Health and Biosecurity 
 
Key Dates to Remember: 
 
Registration open date – 1 March 2025 
Abstract submission deadline – 1 May 2025 
Finalised program to be distributed – 31 May 2025 
Registration closing date – 6 June 2025 
  
We are planning to have the finalised program sent 
out a week before registrations close. 
 
Please forward this message onto others in your 
network who may be interested and keep an eye 
out for email updates. If you would like any further 
information, just email FRDC_AAHBCP@csiro.au. 

 

AAHBCP Meetings 
Since our last issue, AAHBCP has had three 
meetings; two face-to-face in March and October, 
and a videoconference in August.  
 
The next AAHBCP meeting is a face-to-face meeting 
scheduled for 2-3 April 2025 in Melbourne. 

AAHBCP Website 
Our website is located on the FRDC site and can be 
accessed at:  
https://www.frdc.com.au/aquatic-animal-health-
biosecurity  
 
There you can view this issue and all previous issues 
of Health Highlights - in addition to finding other 
information about the FRDC Aquatic Animal Health & 
Biosecurity Coordination Program and related issues. 
 
FRDC Final Reports are searchable at: 
https://www.frdc.com.au/project-search  
 
FRDC News is available at: 
https://www.frdc.com.au/newsletters 
 
Please contact FRDC directly (Email address: 
frdc@frdc.com.au) if you have any problems with 
their website. 
 

Newsletter submissions 
The Aquatic Animal Health & Biosecurity 
Coordination Program welcomes contributions to 
Health Highlights on all aquatic animal health and 
biosecurity R&D news and events – both within and 
outside the FRDC. We aim to assist with the 
widespread exchange of information by including 
any of the following in each edition; project updates, 
milestone reports, final reports, research papers, 
project communication and extension outputs, 
information sheets, and letters to the editor. 
Announcements regarding conferences, workshops, 
meetings, job vacancies etc., are also welcome. 
 

Mailing list 
Health Highlights is distributed biannually to 
stakeholders via email as well as being posted on the 
FRDC website at https://www.frdc.com.au/aquatic-
animal-health- biosecurity 
 
A new mailing list system is being planned for 2025. 
For now, to change contact details or to ensure 
inclusion on the Health Highlights mailing list, please 
contact: 
 
FRDC AAHBCP Secretariat 
Email: FRDC_AAHBCP@csiro.au 
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AAHBCP Contact Details 
 

Name Email 
Nick Moody, CSIRO ACDP Fish Diseases Laboratory (Leader) nick.moody@csiro.au 
FRDC AAHBCP Secretariat FRDC_AAHBCP@csiro.au 
Wayne Hutchison, FRDC wayne.hutchinson@frdc.com.au 
Cecile Dang, DPIRD Western Australia cecile.dang@dpird.wa.gov.au 
Tracey Bradley, Agriculture Victoria, representing SCAAH tracey.bradley@ecodev.vic.gov.au 
Ingo Ernst, DAWE - Aquatic Pest & Health Policy ingo.ernst@aff.gov.au 
Julie Petty, Seafood Industry Australia jp@seafoodindustryaustralia.com.au 
Steve Percival, FRDC spercival.advs@gmail.com 
Francisca Samsing Pedrals, University of Sydney francisca.samsingpedrals@sydney.edu.au 
Ben Diggles, DigsFish Services ben@digsfish.com 

 

 
 

All reasonable care has been taken by the editor and contributors in preparing components of this newsletter that represent, 
or that, could be construed to represent, advice. Neither the FRDC, the Aquatic Animal Health & Biosecurity Coordination 
Program nor any of its officers or contributors accept any liability resulting from the interpretation or use of information set 
out in this document. The information contained within this document is subject to change without notice. 
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