
',4/9

2<c. 1574/9

FISHING I:,DTJSTRY RESEARGE TRUST ACCOTO?

BSPORT OK PROJ3CT COMPL3T3D 1975

1. Title of Proposal:- Background study on the coEinercial utilization

of sea urchin.

2. Ease of ApTilicant:- Department of Agriculture, Tasdania

5» Division, Departisent or Section:- FisherLes Division.

4. Proposal:- To sample selected populations of sea urchics, Heliocidarls

erythro^raimna, at regular interyals io deterciine seasorAl changes in s-onad

size and condition with a view -to indicating if, where and when, the ^o&ad

might be effectively utilised for food processing.

5. Naae of r>erson responsible for the Prosramme:- Trevor G. Diz 3Sc(nons),
€

PKD, Officer-in-Charge, Karine Laboratory, Taroona.

6. Qufi.lifications of Staff Employed on the Programme:-

a) Trevor G. Dix BSc (Hons), PhD;

b) Two -technical officers (P. Frost and D. Thomson), both

coaueten-t divers with small boat eznen.ence*

7. Location(s) of Operations:- The project is based at the FisfcerLes

Research Laboratory Taroona. Sampling of at least 50 urchins vas conaucted

at regtOar intervals at three localities (Alum Cliffs, 1 km from the

Laboratory, Blubber Eeads, south east coast, and Stapleton Point, eas-b

coast). Other samples were taken around, the Tasmanian coastline, the

localities being determined from informa-tion by commercial a'balone divers

and fishemen and on the basis of research data gained froa areas already

sample d,

6« Bate pro.lect commenced^- The technical officers were appoiEted at

the begiuoir^ of October 1974, nearly three months after the proposed

starting date. Resolution of medical requirements and the r^cessaiy

stringent tests caused -the main delay in starting the progracme. ^irst

saJEtsles were taken within one week of appointing the staff.

S. Cosnletion date:- December 1975

10. Report on Projects- A. summary report was presented soon after the

project field sampling was completed in December 1975.

Su'bsequently, 2 reports have been preparea:-

1. "Reproduction in Tasmanian populations of Be^c^dans er-^throRraisaa

(Schinoidea : Echinometridae)"



^--.

2. "Surrey of Tasoanian sea urchin resources."

The first has been submitted for publication in the Australian

Jp^urnal of_ mari-ne and Freshwa-ter Research, the second is in MS fora; due

for publication in the next issue of Tasmanian Fisheries Research.

These papers cover all major segments of the project. Copies

can be made available prior to publication if requested from the

programme leader.


