

















Markedly reduced catches of morwong, ocean perch and dogfishes and
increased catch rates for nannygai and ling were experienced. Table 2
sunmarises these results.

TABLE 2: CATCH RATES OF IMPORTANT SPECIES FOR EDEN SURVEYS

CATCH RATE (KG/HOUR)

Ocean Blue
Depth Morwong Nanngai Perch Ling = Grenadier Dogfish
March, 1977 120-210 40 - 80. 30 17 750
220-300
July, 1977 120-210 55 140 55 65 14 240
220-300
October, 1977 120-210 190 30 20 20 155 230 E
220-300 70 |
July, 1979 120-210 - 200 - 105 20 65

In July, 1979, catch rate was 35% lower than for the corresponding
period in 1977. However, both the July surveys indicated a low level of stocks
for that time of the year compared with other survey periods. It should also
be noted that during May and June immediately prior to this survey, the area
had been intensively fished by the Eden fleet resulting in heavy landings of
gemfish and blue grenadier. This fishing activity may have produced some
localised depletion in the area.

Further deepwater trawling was carried out using the Engel trawls
during the remainder of July, August and September between Port Stephens and
Bateman Bay. Although trawling was concentrated in the appropriate depths for
gemfish only small quantities of this species were taken. Very large catches
of ribbon fish were made, i.e. 7-10 tonnes per two hour tow, particularly north
of Sydney. The fish were running ripe and they were concentrated densely enough
to be detected by the echo sounders.

No spent gemfish were caught during July and early August and many
females appeared in fact to be several weeks away from spawning.

of particular interest was the capture of juvenile blue grenadier
between Sydney and Port Stephens. Previously only an occasional adult had been
caught this far north and juveniles had never been recorded by us north of Jervis
Bay. The recently completed Eden Survey in October resulted in the capture of
significant quantities of juvenile and adult blue grenadier.

Charts of the south coast trawl fish grounds surveyed by Kapala were

published and distributed to trawl fishermen. These charts seem to have been
well received and appear to be in every day use.
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