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It ie further postulated that the large total annual yabbie catches up

to 1974 were the result of relatively stable agquatic environmental
conditions in the whole River Murray system, but these eminently suitable
conditions for yabbies were destroyed by the three big floods. Ag these
floods occurred in successive years the habitats, preferred by yabbies,
have had little or no chance to recover from scouring effects of each

of the big flooda. The yabbie stocks, without adequate food and shelter
from predators, have had no chance to rebuild their numbers and as a

consequence their populations are small and cannot support a commercial
fishery.

The cause of the decline in the populations of yabbies in the whole River
Murray system in South Australia is not a result of intensive fishing
practices during the perioed 1968 to 1974, but to an ecological change to
the yabbie ecosystem. There have been no such serious and sustained
geries of floods in New South Wales and Victorian river and lake systems
as those of the River Murray system and as a result there have been no
such catastrophic effects on the developing yabbie fisheries of those
States.
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(A.M. Olsen)
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