






























































































































































































































































distribution of sharks in this region; little is known of the distribution of gummy sharks in
these more tropical waters. One factor that might be relevant here is that gummy (and
school) sharks ‘pup’, that is, give birth to free-swimming independent juveniles. There
is no pelagic larval stage as there is in many teleosts, the drift of which in ocean
currents is thought to promote gene flow and retard spatial differentiation. Gene flow in
these shark species must be mediated by migrations alone rather than egg/larval drift
together with migration, and sharks may thus in general be more likely to show stock
differences than teleosts of similar migratory powers. It may be that gummy sharks in
these more northern warmer regions are less migratory than in cooler southern waters,
and therefore more liable to show genetic differentiation and stock differences. There
are no tagging data from northern waters that would allow the independent '
assessment of this hypothesis.
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