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Preface

The yabby industry in Western Australia became established in the mid-
1980s.

Western Australia is currently the major producer of farmed yabbies in
Australia, exporting more than seventy percent of production. The
growth in yabby farming has been one of the main reasons for

developing this Code of Practice.

The Yabby Producers Association of Western Australia (YPAWA) in its
Development Plan of 1994 identified the need for a Code of Practice to
address a number of issues that would enable the successful

development of a sustainable industry.

A major reason for the Code is to ensure that quality of product is
maintained throughout the industry, particularly with new entrants.
With the appointment of a full-time extension officer to the industry
and an increased profile of the Fisheries extension branch at field days
and agricultural shows, the number of people taking up yabby farming in
farm danis is expected to increase. These people are being encouraged
to use the existing processors to sell their product and not try to take on
the role of marketing. The Code outlines the dos and don’ts of growing
yabbies. It does not discuss the more technical aspects of processing.
The Code is not just about quality, but also addresses some of the

fundamental factors that affect production and how these relate to

quality.

The Code provides a step-by-step approach to successful yabby farming
by adopting the best practices.




Format of the Code

The Code is in a format that industry and Government authorities
believed would be acceptable. It is designed so that pages can easily be
replaced or added as a result of any changes. A register of recipients will
be kept at the offices of YPAWA so that changes to the Code can be sent

to them when necessary.
A video based on the written procedures is an integral part of the Code.

It illustrates the do’s and- don’ts of harvesting and handling product. The

video will also be updated when appropriate.

Production of the Code

The Code is an initiative of YPAWA, produced in conjunction with the
Fisheries Research and Development Corporation. It has been

developed in close consultation with industry and with the assistance of
Fisheries Western Australia. The Aquaculture Council of WA (ACWA)
was asked by the YPAWA to act as the administrator of the project and

to use its expertise to facilitate the production of the Code.

The industry is developing promotional plans to ensure that future
production is properly marketed. Farners are encouraged to join the
YPAWA to ensure the above objectives are achieved and to optimise

returns from their dams.

If you have trouble understanding any of the terminology in the Code,

please refer to the glossary on page 44,
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4.0 Feeding

Is ike any farm stock, yabbies need nutrition. They will eat a wide
variety of feeds from decaying animal and vegetative matter, to a

range of aquatic plants, algae and animals (zooplankton).

Each year the winter rains provide food for yabbies in the next
growing season. Run-off carries crop stubble, pasture debris and
animal manure into the dams. Eventually it sinks and is gradually
decomposed by the bacteria to form a protein rich feed for yabbies.

Dams with silt traps need additional nutrition for best growth.

Organic matter is also produced in dams usd’ally as a result of blooms
of suspended green algae. Various small animals (including
zooplankton) feed on the algae providing a natural food chain for
yabbies. In these natural systems, some farmers have reported a farm
dam maintaining a total yabby biomass (living weight) of up to 1,500
kg per hectare of water surface. Most dams average only 300-400 kg

per hectare without any additional feeding.

Correct feeds and feeding techniques will greatly enhance dam
production and product quality, as well as improving financial return.

Feed grown on the farm is currently the most economical.

Correct feeding techniques and monitoring are essential in order to be
both cost effective and to maintain water quality and yabby health.
Farmers are encouraged to keep feeding records by using a worksheet

similar to that in Appendix 5.
The Government is conducting research into feeds and feeding

techniques with the assistance of funding from the FRDC. The results

of this research will be included in Code updates.
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10.0 Safety

I he following safety points are considered important for farmers

and members of their family.

®  Avoid facing your vehicle into the dam when you stop. Always

park parallel to the dam.

® Do not use pesticides or herbicides in dams containing yabbies

that are to be marketed.

*  Advise others of your movements and plans when going to

dams to feed or harvest yabbies.
®  When pulling or setting traps always maintain balanced footing.

*  When lifting any containers or materials always follow these

principles:

¢ Do not lift with your back.

¢ Bend your knees to get down to the load then power
upwards with your legs.

¢ Hug the load as close as possible to your body.

¢ Never trust your spine when you are carrying a load.
Keep your feet, knees and body pointed in the same
direction while you lift.

¢ Wherever possible ask someone to help with carrying
loads.
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Appendix 3

Balinity chart

The following table shows the approximate upper limits of salinity

for yabbies and other farm animals. Note that yabby growth begins

to slow above 400 grains per gallon.

human

consumption

poultry —»

pigs  ~————>

horses >
yabby growth slows —»

beef cattle —»

adult sheep —»

m$S/cm ppm grains/gal
1 550 38
N 2 1100 77
|3 1650 115
4 2200 154
5 2750 192
6 3300 231
7 3850 269
8 4400 308
9 4950 246
10 5500 385
11 6050 423
12 6600 462
13 7150 500
14 7700 539
15 8250 577
16 8800 616
17 9350 654
18 9900 693
19 10450 731
20 11000 770

NOTE: These figures are to be used as a guide only.
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DAM JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR | APR | MAY JUN
IDENTITY | 1234 | 1234|1234 1234 | 1234 | 1234|1234 1234 1234|1234 1234|1234
EXAMPLE:

Top North 1 A AV
INTRODUCE HAY/STRAW: @ STOCKING: W PROBLEM:

Numbers indicate kilograms added. Numbers indicate kilograms stocked

FEED GRAIN/LUPIN: E HARVESTING: @&

Numbers indicate kilograms of grain added. | Numbers indicate kilograms harvested.

(311dWvX3) 4INNVId A99VA {7 Xipuaddy







DATE DAM | NAME OF NO. NO. KG KG LITRES NO. OF COMMENTS
NO. | PADDOCK/ | TRAPS | TRAPS | HARVEST- | STOCKED OF SQUARE
DAM SET | PULLED ED GRAIN | BALES OF
FED STRAW
EXAMPLE:
10/9/97 Top 12 12 16 4 10 | 1 small bale: | Overstocked
North 1 litres | a quarterin | Mostly
lupins | each corner | juveniles.
Very clear

G xipuaddy

(31dWvX3) 133HSHIOM QH003d WHvd









Glossary

ACWA
Berried female

FRDC
pH

Sock

Stocking
density

Translocated
Turbidity

Yabby biomass

YPAWA

Zooplankton

The Aquaculture Council of Western Australia (Inc.)
a female yabby carrying eggs under her tail

The Fisheries Research and Development

Corporation (Inc.)

a measure of how acidic or alkaline water or soil is
a flat bag of shade cloth that is laid on the dam floor
or kept afloat by a rectangular frame of PVC pipe
with the yabbies held inside

the number of yabbies in a given area; for example;
if a 1,000m” dam had 2,000 yabbies in it, it’s
stocking density would be 2 per square metre
moved from one waterbody to another; often refers
to bringing species into an area where they are not
found naturally

a measure of how clear or muddy/milky a dam is

the total weight of yabbies in a dam

Yabby Producers Association of Western Australia
(Inc.)

tiny animals that occur naturally in farm dams
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Ordering information

The Code of Practice package includes
a manual plus a 30 minute video.

To order another package,
please send a cheque for $30
payable to ACWA.

Simply complete the details below
and return this form to:

Aquaculture Council of WA
PO Box 55, Mt Hawthorn WA 6016

I require ........ copies of A Code of Practice for the
Farming and Handling of Yabbies manual and video
@ $30 per package. Please find enclosed a cheque
for§........ made payable to ACWA.

Please send to:

Please print clearly
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