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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

2008/301 Australian Society for Fish Biology Annual Conference & Workshop 2008: 
Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges 

 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Charles Gray 
 
ADDRESS:    Industry & Investment NSW 

Cronulla Fisheries Research Centre of Excellence 
PO Box 21   Cronulla   NSW   2230   Australia 

 
OBJECTIVES: 

The overall objective of the 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop was to provide a venue and 
forum for scientists, managers, representatives of industry and the broader community to present 
and discuss issues concerning fish biology and fisheries. 
 
The specific objectives of the 2008 workshop were to: 
Provide an overview of current policy direction, management strategies and research programmes 
for each jurisdiction (state, territory, federal, New Zealand, USA). 

Understand and develop the partnership between recreational fisheries management and research. 

Discuss existing and novel approaches for assessing recreational fisheries. 

Provide a forum for stakeholders to present their vision on what sustainable recreational fisheries 
should look like in 20 years. 

 
SUMMARY: 

The 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop was held at the Swiss Grand Resort & Spa Bondi Beach 
between the 15th and 18th of September 2008. A total of 194 delegates attended the event. 
 
The workshop theme was: “Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges”. 
The workshop featured 4 sessions: 
Session 1 – Overview of Recreational Fisheries Management and Research 
Session 2 – Aquatic Resource Management and Recreational Fisheries 
Session 3 – Methods to Assess Recreational Fisheries 
Session 4 – What Should Sustainable Recreational Fisheries Look Like in Twenty Years Time? 
 
Experts representing research, management, the recreational fishing industry and other stakeholder 
groups were invited from each jurisdiction in Australia (all states, territories and the federal 
government) as well as colleagues (managers and researchers) from New Zealand and the USA. A 
total of 26 presentations were given during the workshop. 
 
The conference included 99 oral presentations and 14 poster presentations. Presentations were 
grouped into themes that included recreational fisheries, freshwater fish, early life history & 
oceanography, fish movements & otolith microchemistry, survival, restocking, enhancement & 
habitat, fish biology and fisheries management. 
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iv Non Technical Summary 

The 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop was considered a success with respondents to surveys 
reporting the workshop was of significant relevance to their area of expertise/interest and that they 
gained considerable new information and insights concerning recreational fisheries research and 
management. Most respondents reported they would follow up novel approaches presented and 
developed in the workshop. 
 
The proceedings of the 2008 ASFB workshop and conference were published within 9 months of 
the event. The citation details are: 
Scandol, JP, Gray, CA, Steffe AS and Ferrell DJ (Eds) 2009. Assessing Recreational Fisheries – 
Current and Future Challenges. Australian Society for Fish Biology Workshop and Conference 
Proceedings, Sydney, NSW, September 2008, Australian Society for Fish Biology. ISBN 978-0-
9804011-4-1 (paperback), ISBN 978-0-9804011-5-8 (online). 
 
 

OUTCOMES ACHIEVED: 
 
The workshop provided managers, scientists, representatives from industry and other non-
government organisations a forum to exchange ideas, review national and international studies and 
practices concerning all aspects of recreational fisheries research and management. This has 
resulted in a greater appreciation of current issues and will lead to greater collaboration and 
partnerships and ultimately greater management outcomes for recreational fishing in Australia. 

 
KEYWORDS: Australian Society for Fish Biology, Recreational Fisheries, Science, Management. 
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1. ASFB 2008 WORKSHOP: ASSESSING RECREATIONAL 

FISHERIES – CURRENT AND FUTURE CHALLENGES 

1.1. Introduction 

The Australian Society for Fish Biology (ASFB) has taken a lead role in encouraging national and 
international scientific links in fisheries research and management in Australia. Through the 
support of the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC), State and Territory 
fishery agencies and other sponsors, ASFB has hosted a national workshop series since 1985 with 
pertinent Australian and overseas scientists presenting keynote addresses on the major themes. The 
purpose of these workshops is to: 
 

1. Provide a forum for fisheries scientists, managers and industry representatives to focus on 
a technical area of current national significance; 

2. Facilitate the attendance of fisheries scientists, managers and industry representatives of 
acknowledged expertise in the workshop subject area to provide national and 
international perspectives; 

3. Assist in the publication of workshop proceedings as a benchmark document of current 
knowledge in the workshop subject area. 

 
The NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) hosted the 2008 ASFB Annual 
Conference and Workshop. The workshop theme was: “Assessing Recreational Fisheries: Current 
and Future Challenges”. Fisheries agencies throughout Australia are at a challenging and critical 
time being faced with developing and delivering robust and cost-effective assessments of 
recreational fisheries. It was therefore timely that experts, managers and industry representatives in 
this field got together to critique and develop a way forward in this field of research and subsequent 
management. The workshop was the initial venue for such development. 
 
It is widely acknowledged that there is a growing need not only to assess recreational fisheries 
throughout Australia, but to do them cost-effectively and in a way that produces deliverables that 
management and industry can use. The National Recreational and Indigenous Fishing Survey was 
done 2000-2001. Since this survey, many fisheries agencies have been grappling with how to do 
robust, cost-effective surveys within their jurisdiction. There is a strong need for greater 
collaboration among scientists, managers and industry from the different jurisdictions, to review 
and critique existing and new novel methodologies so that future surveys be done better. 
 
The planned outcome was to help develop the people who will ultimately help the fishing industry 
meet its future needs. The workshop provided the opportunity for Australian scientists and 
students, fisheries managers, industry and anglers, to interact and discuss issues concerning 
recreational fisheries with leaders in the field. Development of Australian expertise will be 
achieved by the uptake of greater linkages and cooperation and new research methods and 
technology in fisheries science. The information and better understanding of assessing recreational 
fisheries have direct fisheries management implications for recreational, commercial and 
indigenous fisheries in terms of resource assessment and allocation. 
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1.2. Objectives 

The specific objectives of the 2008 ASFB Workshop were to: 
 

1. Provide an overview of current policy direction, management strategies and research 
programmes for each jurisdiction (state, territory, federal, New Zealand, USA). 

2. Understand and develop the partnership between recreational fisheries management and 
research. 

3. Discuss existing and novel approaches for assessing recreational fisheries. 
4. Provide a forum for stakeholders to present their vision on what sustainable recreational 

fisheries should look like in 20 years. 

1.3. Conference & Workshop Organisation 

The organising committee of the 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop comprised: 
 Dr Charles Gray (Chair), 
 Dr James Scandol, 
 Dr Aldo Steffe, 
 Dr Doug Ferrell. 

 
The workshop program was specifically developed and organised by Dr’s Scandol and Steffe. 
The conference program was specifically developed and organised by Dr’s Gray and Ferrell. 
 
The OzAccom Group, a private conference management company, was contracted to manage the 
event. Monthly meetings were held between the organising committee, OzAccom staff and the 
ASFB Executive from September 2007 to the event. The event was advertised on the ASFB 
website and a conference flyer and logo (Appendix 1) was produced and distributed widely. 

1.4. Sponsorship 

A prospectus of sponsorship was developed (Appendix 2). Sponsors of the 2008 ASFB Conference 
& Workshop were: 
 
 Principal Sponsor of the Conference: NSW Department of Primary Industries ($22000). 
 Principal Sponsor of the Workshop: Fisheries Research & Development Corporation ($22000). 
 Major sponsors: Western Australia Fisheries, NSW Recreational Fishing Trusts, Murray 

Darling Basin Commission (each $6600). 
 Website Sponsor: Tasmanian Aquaculture & Fisheries Institute ($1100). 
 The Victorian Museum also provided $500 as part of a book launch during the event. 

 

1.5. Conference & Workshop Program 

The workshop was held on Tuesday 16 September 2008 and comprised 4 sessions. Expert 
speakers/panellists representing research, management and industry for each session were invited 
from each jurisdiction in Australia (all states, territories and the federal government) as well as 
colleagues (managers and researchers) from New Zealand and the USA. Representatives from the 
recreational sector and stakeholder groups, including Recfish Australia, NSW Ecofishers, Game 
Fishing Association of Australia, Fishing Tackle Association, recreational fishing media, Nature 
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Conservation Council and the National Parks Association were invited to participate in sessions. A 
total of 26 presentations were given during the workshop. 
 
The conference was held over 2 days (Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 September 2008) 
immediately following the workshop. A plenary session was held on the Wednesday morning, after 
which three concurrent session were held each day. A total of 99 oral presentations and 14 poster 
presentations were given at the conference. The keynote speakers were Dr Jeff Leis and Dr Matt 
Taylor, recipients of the K Radway Allen Medal and the Student Travel Award respectively. Dr 
Kevin Rowling provided an overview of the career of K Radway Allen. 
 

1.5.1. Overview of Workshop Program 

Australian Society for Fish Biology Workshop 2008: Assessing Recreational Fisheries – 
Current and Future Challenges 
 
When: Tuesday, 16 September 2008 
 
Where: Swiss Grand, Bondi, Sydney 
 
Aims of workshop 
 
Provide an overview of current policy direction, management strategies and research programmes 
for each jurisdiction (state, territory, federal, New Zealand, USA). 

Understand and develop the partnership between recreational fisheries management and research. 

Discuss existing and novel approaches for assessing recreational fisheries. 

Provide a forum for stakeholders to present their vision on what sustainable recreational fisheries 
should look like in 20 years. 

 
Who would benefit from attending the workshop? 
 

• Anyone with an interest in the sustainable development of recreational fisheries in 
Australia. 

• Fisheries managers – be involved in a discussion of various management strategies and 
their strengths and weaknesses. 

• Researchers – be involved in a discussion of the relative merits of the assessment methods 
that are vital for determining the status of recreational fisheries and plan for future research 
needs. 

• Stakeholder/industry groups – articulate your views on research provided for issues within 
recreational fishing, consider the views of other stakeholders and discuss management and 
research options for the future. 
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Brief description of workshop sessions 
 
The workshop sessions will follow the workshop aims and will involve four sessions. 
 
Session 1 – Overview of Recreational Fisheries Management and Research 
Convenor Bob Kearney 

• Get an overview of current and future trends in recreational fisheries policy, management 
and research in Australia, New Zealand and the USA. 

• Overviews from Recfish Australia and the Fisheries Research and Development 
Corporation will also be presented. 

 
Session 2 – Aquatic Resource Management and Recreational Fisheries 
Convenor James Scandol 

• Better understand the partnership between aquatic resource management and research for 
sustainable recreational fisheries. 

• Examine the strengths and weaknesses of present and future strategies. 

• Identify the research required to create better outcomes for stakeholders. 

• Consider the issues associated with managing recreational fisheries in data-poor situations. 

 
Session 3 – Methods to Assess Recreational Fisheries 
Convenor Aldo Steffe 

• Discuss the relative merits and applications of off-site methods (e.g., telephone, diary) and 
on-site methods (e.g., access point, roving). 

• Examination of novel methods and new technologies in recreational research. 

• Discussion of angler licence frames – how can they be used to improve survey designs and 
reduce sampling costs. 

• What are the insights from New Zealand and the USA that we should be giving more 
attention to in Australia? 

 
Session 4 – What Should Sustainable Recreational Fisheries Look Like in Twenty Years Time? 
Convenor Richard Stevens 

• Listen to representatives from a range of non-government organisations (with a stake in 
recreational fishing and the aquatic environment) present their vision of recreational 
fisheries in twenty years time. 

• Participate in a discussion on what we need to do to get there. 
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1.5.2. Overview of Conference Program 

The full conference program is provided in Appendix 4. 
Three keynote addresses were provided in the plenary session: 
 

• Dr Kevin Rowling “K. (Kenneth) Radway Allen: A lifetime in fisheries science”. 

• K Allen Presentation: Dr Jeff Leis “The metamorphosis of larval fish biology in Australia: 
from who to where to what”. 

• Student Travel Award: Dr Matt Taylor “A generalized trophic approach to stocking density 
and predatory impact estimation for stocking in open systems”. 

 
The conference included 22 sessions with the themes: 

Recreational Fisheries, 
Early Life History & Oceanography, 
Freshwater Fish, 
Freshwater Fish – Macquarie Perch, 
Freshwater Fish – Movements, 
Fish Biology, 
Ageing & Growth, 
Reproduction & Growth, 
Fisheries Management & Biology, 
Fish Movements/Otolith Microchemistry 
Survival, Restocking, Enhancement & Habitat, 
Freshwater & Estuarine Flows. 

1.6. Conference & Workshop Attendance 

The conference and workshop attracted a total of 194 delegates. This included 37 full-time 
students. The breakdown of delegates for the conference and workshop was: 
 
Paying Delegates 

65 Member Full Registration 
6 Member Day Registration – Workshop 
1 Member Day Registration – Conference 
32 Member Conference Only Registration 
14 Non-Member Full Registration 
2 Non-Member Day Registration – Workshop 
1 Non-Member Day Registration – Conference 
7 Non-Member Conference Only Registration 
13 Student Full Registration 
24 Student Conference 

No Charge / Complimentary 
10 Workshop Speaker 
2 Conference Speaker 
12 Sponsor 
5 Volunteer 

TOTAL – 194 Delegates 
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1.7. Conference & Workshop Evaluation 

Separate evaluations of the workshop and conference were done and the results are presented in 
Appendix 5 and Appendix 6. A total of 81 evaluation responses were received from the workshop 
and 47 from the conference. Overall, positive responses were mostly received with most 
respondents conveying the 2008 ASFB Conference and Workshop a great success. Notably, most 
respondents answered that the workshop was of significant relevance to their area of 
expertise/interest and that they gained considerable new information and insights concerning 
recreational fisheries research and management. Most respondents reported they would follow up 
approaches presented and developed in the workshop and that they would use such information in 
developing future projects. 
 

1.8. Conference & Workshop Proceedings 

The proceedings of the 2008 Conference and Workshop have been published are provided on the 
enclosed CD-Rom. These have been placed on the ASFB website and emailed to all members. A 
limited number of hard copies were produced for distribution to participants. 
Details of the publication are: 
 
Scandol, JP, Gray, CA, Steffe AS and Ferrell DJ (Eds) 2009. Assessing Recreational Fisheries – 
Current and Future Challenges. Australian Society for Fish Biology Workshop and Conference 
Proceedings, Sydney, NSW, September 2008, Australian Society for Fish Biology. ISBN 978-0-
9804011-4-1 (paperback), ISBN 978-0-9804011-5-8 (online). 
 

1.9. Benefits 

The workshop provided managers, scientists, representatives from industry and other non-
government organisations a forum to exchange ideas, review national and international studies and 
practices concerning all aspects of recreational fisheries research and management. This has 
resulted in a greater appreciation of current issues and will lead to greater collaboration and 
partnerships and ultimately greater management outcomes for recreational fishing in Australia. 
 

1.10. Further Developments 

There are no further developments to this project. The ASFB executive was debriefed and 
recommendations were made concerning the experiences and lessons learned in organising and 
running the 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop. 
 

1.11. Planned Outcomes 

The workshop provided delegates with a broad overview of the current state of play concerning 
recreational fisheries research and management in Australia and experiences from New Zealand 
and the United States. Current approaches to assessing recreational fisheries were reviewed and 
novel techniques introduced. Delegates were provided with novel ways forward for assessing 
recreational fisheries. Much of this has been taken up in new projects throughout the country. 
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1.12. Summary 

The 2008 ASFB Conference and Workshop was deemed a success. It involved 194 delegates 
representing management, research, industry and other interest groups. Whilst the workshop 
focused specifically on recreational fisheries assessment and management issues, the conference 
provided a plethora of presentations spanning the diverse umbrella of fish biology and fisheries. 
The conference and workshop provided an avenue for current practices to be reviewed, new ideas 
to be developed and partnerships to be built, all which will help the Australian fishing industry 
meet its future needs. 
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APPENDIX 1: WORKSHOP & CONFERENCE FLYER 
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APPENDIX 2: SPONSORSHIP PROSPECTUS 
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APPENDIX 3: WORKSHOP PROGRAM 
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APPENDIX 4: CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
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APPENDIX 5: WORKSHOP EVALUATION 
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APPENDIX 6: CONFERENCE EVALUATION 
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APPENDIX 7: WORKSHOP & CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 

Refer to enclosed CD-Rom. 
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2008/301 Australian Society for Fish Biology Annual Conference & Workshop 2008:


Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:
Charles Gray

ADDRESS:



Industry & Investment NSW

Cronulla Fisheries Research Centre of Excellence

PO Box 21   Cronulla   NSW   2230   Australia


OBJECTIVES:

The overall objective of the 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop was to provide a venue and forum for scientists, managers, representatives of industry and the broader community to present and discuss issues concerning fish biology and fisheries.

The specific objectives of the 2008 workshop were to:


Provide an overview of current policy direction, management strategies and research programmes for each jurisdiction (state, territory, federal, New Zealand, USA).


Understand and develop the partnership between recreational fisheries management and research.


Discuss existing and novel approaches for assessing recreational fisheries.


Provide a forum for stakeholders to present their vision on what sustainable recreational fisheries should look like in 20 years.


SUMMARY:

The 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop was held at the Swiss Grand Resort & Spa Bondi Beach between the 15th and 18th of September 2008. A total of 194 delegates attended the event.


The workshop theme was: “Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges”. The workshop featured 4 sessions:


Session 1 – Overview of Recreational Fisheries Management and Research


Session 2 – Aquatic Resource Management and Recreational Fisheries


Session 3 – Methods to Assess Recreational Fisheries


Session 4 – What Should Sustainable Recreational Fisheries Look Like in Twenty Years Time?

Experts representing research, management, the recreational fishing industry and other stakeholder groups were invited from each jurisdiction in Australia (all states, territories and the federal government) as well as colleagues (managers and researchers) from New Zealand and the USA. A total of 26 presentations were given during the workshop.

The conference included 99 oral presentations and 14 poster presentations. Presentations were grouped into themes that included recreational fisheries, freshwater fish, early life history & oceanography, fish movements & otolith microchemistry, survival, restocking, enhancement & habitat, fish biology and fisheries management.

The 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop was considered a success with respondents to surveys reporting the workshop was of significant relevance to their area of expertise/interest and that they gained considerable new information and insights concerning recreational fisheries research and management. Most respondents reported they would follow up novel approaches presented and developed in the workshop.

The proceedings of the 2008 ASFB workshop and conference were published within 9 months of the event. The citation details are:


Scandol, JP, Gray, CA, Steffe AS and Ferrell DJ (Eds) 2009. Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges. Australian Society for Fish Biology Workshop and Conference Proceedings, Sydney, NSW, September 2008, Australian Society for Fish Biology. ISBN 978-0-9804011-4-1 (paperback), ISBN 978-0-9804011-5-8 (online).

OUTCOMES ACHIEVED:


The workshop provided managers, scientists, representatives from industry and other non-government organisations a forum to exchange ideas, review national and international studies and practices concerning all aspects of recreational fisheries research and management. This has resulted in a greater appreciation of current issues and will lead to greater collaboration and partnerships and ultimately greater management outcomes for recreational fishing in Australia.

KEYWORDS: Australian Society for Fish Biology, Recreational Fisheries, Science, Management.

1. ASFB 2008 Workshop: Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges

1.1. Introduction


The Australian Society for Fish Biology (ASFB) has taken a lead role in encouraging national and international scientific links in fisheries research and management in Australia. Through the support of the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC), State and Territory fishery agencies and other sponsors, ASFB has hosted a national workshop series since 1985 with pertinent Australian and overseas scientists presenting keynote addresses on the major themes. The purpose of these workshops is to:


1. Provide a forum for fisheries scientists, managers and industry representatives to focus on a technical area of current national significance;

2. Facilitate the attendance of fisheries scientists, managers and industry representatives of acknowledged expertise in the workshop subject area to provide national and international perspectives;

3. Assist in the publication of workshop proceedings as a benchmark document of current knowledge in the workshop subject area.

The NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) hosted the 2008 ASFB Annual Conference and Workshop. The workshop theme was: “Assessing Recreational Fisheries: Current and Future Challenges”. Fisheries agencies throughout Australia are at a challenging and critical time being faced with developing and delivering robust and cost-effective assessments of recreational fisheries. It was therefore timely that experts, managers and industry representatives in this field got together to critique and develop a way forward in this field of research and subsequent management. The workshop was the initial venue for such development.


It is widely acknowledged that there is a growing need not only to assess recreational fisheries throughout Australia, but to do them cost-effectively and in a way that produces deliverables that management and industry can use. The National Recreational and Indigenous Fishing Survey was done 2000-2001. Since this survey, many fisheries agencies have been grappling with how to do robust, cost-effective surveys within their jurisdiction. There is a strong need for greater collaboration among scientists, managers and industry from the different jurisdictions, to review and critique existing and new novel methodologies so that future surveys be done better.


The planned outcome was to help develop the people who will ultimately help the fishing industry meet its future needs. The workshop provided the opportunity for Australian scientists and students, fisheries managers, industry and anglers, to interact and discuss issues concerning recreational fisheries with leaders in the field. Development of Australian expertise will be achieved by the uptake of greater linkages and cooperation and new research methods and technology in fisheries science. The information and better understanding of assessing recreational fisheries have direct fisheries management implications for recreational, commercial and indigenous fisheries in terms of resource assessment and allocation.


1.2. Objectives

The specific objectives of the 2008 ASFB Workshop were to:


4. Provide an overview of current policy direction, management strategies and research programmes for each jurisdiction (state, territory, federal, New Zealand, USA).

5. Understand and develop the partnership between recreational fisheries management and research.

6. Discuss existing and novel approaches for assessing recreational fisheries.

7. Provide a forum for stakeholders to present their vision on what sustainable recreational fisheries should look like in 20 years.

1.3. Conference & Workshop Organisation

The organising committee of the 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop comprised:

· Dr Charles Gray (Chair),

· Dr James Scandol,

· Dr Aldo Steffe,

· Dr Doug Ferrell.

The workshop program was specifically developed and organised by Dr’s Scandol and Steffe.

The conference program was specifically developed and organised by Dr’s Gray and Ferrell.

The OzAccom Group, a private conference management company, was contracted to manage the event. Monthly meetings were held between the organising committee, OzAccom staff and the ASFB Executive from September 2007 to the event. The event was advertised on the ASFB website and a conference flyer and logo (Appendix 1) was produced and distributed widely.


1.4. Sponsorship

A prospectus of sponsorship was developed (Appendix 2). Sponsors of the 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop were:


· Principal Sponsor of the Conference: NSW Department of Primary Industries ($22000).

· Principal Sponsor of the Workshop: Fisheries Research & Development Corporation ($22000).

· Major sponsors: Western Australia Fisheries, NSW Recreational Fishing Trusts, Murray Darling Basin Commission (each $6600).

· Website Sponsor: Tasmanian Aquaculture & Fisheries Institute ($1100).

· The Victorian Museum also provided $500 as part of a book launch during the event.


1.5. Conference & Workshop Program

The workshop was held on Tuesday 16 September 2008 and comprised 4 sessions. Expert speakers/panellists representing research, management and industry for each session were invited from each jurisdiction in Australia (all states, territories and the federal government) as well as colleagues (managers and researchers) from New Zealand and the USA. Representatives from the recreational sector and stakeholder groups, including Recfish Australia, NSW Ecofishers, Game Fishing Association of Australia, Fishing Tackle Association, recreational fishing media, Nature Conservation Council and the National Parks Association were invited to participate in sessions. A total of 26 presentations were given during the workshop.


The conference was held over 2 days (Wednesday 17 and Thursday 18 September 2008) immediately following the workshop. A plenary session was held on the Wednesday morning, after which three concurrent session were held each day. A total of 99 oral presentations and 14 poster presentations were given at the conference. The keynote speakers were Dr Jeff Leis and Dr Matt Taylor, recipients of the K Radway Allen Medal and the Student Travel Award respectively. Dr Kevin Rowling provided an overview of the career of K Radway Allen.


1.5.1. Overview of Workshop Program


Australian Society for Fish Biology Workshop 2008: Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges


When: Tuesday, 16 September 2008


Where: Swiss Grand, Bondi, Sydney


Aims of workshop

Provide an overview of current policy direction, management strategies and research programmes for each jurisdiction (state, territory, federal, New Zealand, USA).


Understand and develop the partnership between recreational fisheries management and research.


Discuss existing and novel approaches for assessing recreational fisheries.


Provide a forum for stakeholders to present their vision on what sustainable recreational fisheries should look like in 20 years.


Who would benefit from attending the workshop?

· Anyone with an interest in the sustainable development of recreational fisheries in Australia.


· Fisheries managers – be involved in a discussion of various management strategies and their strengths and weaknesses.


· Researchers – be involved in a discussion of the relative merits of the assessment methods that are vital for determining the status of recreational fisheries and plan for future research needs.


· Stakeholder/industry groups – articulate your views on research provided for issues within recreational fishing, consider the views of other stakeholders and discuss management and research options for the future.

Brief description of workshop sessions

The workshop sessions will follow the workshop aims and will involve four sessions.


Session 1 – Overview of Recreational Fisheries Management and Research


Convenor Bob Kearney


· Get an overview of current and future trends in recreational fisheries policy, management and research in Australia, New Zealand and the USA.


· Overviews from Recfish Australia and the Fisheries Research and Development Corporation will also be presented.


Session 2 – Aquatic Resource Management and Recreational Fisheries


Convenor James Scandol


· Better understand the partnership between aquatic resource management and research for sustainable recreational fisheries.


· Examine the strengths and weaknesses of present and future strategies.


· Identify the research required to create better outcomes for stakeholders.


· Consider the issues associated with managing recreational fisheries in data-poor situations.


Session 3 – Methods to Assess Recreational Fisheries


Convenor Aldo Steffe


· Discuss the relative merits and applications of off-site methods (e.g., telephone, diary) and on-site methods (e.g., access point, roving).


· Examination of novel methods and new technologies in recreational research.


· Discussion of angler licence frames – how can they be used to improve survey designs and reduce sampling costs.


· What are the insights from New Zealand and the USA that we should be giving more attention to in Australia?


Session 4 – What Should Sustainable Recreational Fisheries Look Like in Twenty Years Time?


Convenor Richard Stevens


· Listen to representatives from a range of non-government organisations (with a stake in recreational fishing and the aquatic environment) present their vision of recreational fisheries in twenty years time.


· Participate in a discussion on what we need to do to get there.


1.5.2. Overview of Conference Program


The full conference program is provided in Appendix 4.


Three keynote addresses were provided in the plenary session:


· Dr Kevin Rowling “K. (Kenneth) Radway Allen: A lifetime in fisheries science”.


· K Allen Presentation: Dr Jeff Leis “The metamorphosis of larval fish biology in Australia: from who to where to what”.


· Student Travel Award: Dr Matt Taylor “A generalized trophic approach to stocking density and predatory impact estimation for stocking in open systems”.


The conference included 22 sessions with the themes:

Recreational Fisheries,

Early Life History & Oceanography,


Freshwater Fish,


Freshwater Fish – Macquarie Perch,


Freshwater Fish – Movements,


Fish Biology,


Ageing & Growth,


Reproduction & Growth,


Fisheries Management & Biology,


Fish Movements/Otolith Microchemistry


Survival, Restocking, Enhancement & Habitat,


Freshwater & Estuarine Flows.


1.6. Conference & Workshop Attendance


The conference and workshop attracted a total of 194 delegates. This included 37 full-time students. The breakdown of delegates for the conference and workshop was:


Paying Delegates


65
Member Full Registration


6
Member Day Registration – Workshop


1
Member Day Registration – Conference


32
Member Conference Only Registration


14
Non-Member Full Registration


2
Non-Member Day Registration – Workshop


1
Non-Member Day Registration – Conference


7
Non-Member Conference Only Registration


13
Student Full Registration


24
Student Conference


No Charge / Complimentary


10
Workshop Speaker


2
Conference Speaker


12
Sponsor


5
Volunteer


TOTAL – 194 Delegates

1.7. Conference & Workshop Evaluation

Separate evaluations of the workshop and conference were done and the results are presented in Appendix 5 and Appendix 6. A total of 81 evaluation responses were received from the workshop and 47 from the conference. Overall, positive responses were mostly received with most respondents conveying the 2008 ASFB Conference and Workshop a great success. Notably, most respondents answered that the workshop was of significant relevance to their area of expertise/interest and that they gained considerable new information and insights concerning recreational fisheries research and management. Most respondents reported they would follow up approaches presented and developed in the workshop and that they would use such information in developing future projects.


1.8. Conference & Workshop Proceedings

The proceedings of the 2008 Conference and Workshop have been published are provided on the enclosed CD-Rom. These have been placed on the ASFB website and emailed to all members. A limited number of hard copies were produced for distribution to participants.


Details of the publication are:


Scandol, JP, Gray, CA, Steffe AS and Ferrell DJ (Eds) 2009. Assessing Recreational Fisheries – Current and Future Challenges. Australian Society for Fish Biology Workshop and Conference Proceedings, Sydney, NSW, September 2008, Australian Society for Fish Biology. ISBN 978-0-9804011-4-1 (paperback), ISBN 978-0-9804011-5-8 (online).

1.9. Benefits


The workshop provided managers, scientists, representatives from industry and other non-government organisations a forum to exchange ideas, review national and international studies and practices concerning all aspects of recreational fisheries research and management. This has resulted in a greater appreciation of current issues and will lead to greater collaboration and partnerships and ultimately greater management outcomes for recreational fishing in Australia.

1.10. Further Developments


There are no further developments to this project. The ASFB executive was debriefed and recommendations were made concerning the experiences and lessons learned in organising and running the 2008 ASFB Conference & Workshop.


1.11. Planned Outcomes


The workshop provided delegates with a broad overview of the current state of play concerning recreational fisheries research and management in Australia and experiences from New Zealand and the United States. Current approaches to assessing recreational fisheries were reviewed and novel techniques introduced. Delegates were provided with novel ways forward for assessing recreational fisheries. Much of this has been taken up in new projects throughout the country.


1.12. Summary


The 2008 ASFB Conference and Workshop was deemed a success. It involved 194 delegates representing management, research, industry and other interest groups. Whilst the workshop focused specifically on recreational fisheries assessment and management issues, the conference provided a plethora of presentations spanning the diverse umbrella of fish biology and fisheries. The conference and workshop provided an avenue for current practices to be reviewed, new ideas to be developed and partnerships to be built, all which will help the Australian fishing industry meet its future needs.
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Refer to enclosed CD-Rom.
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