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Summary  

ACTIVITY UNDERTAKEN  
The aim of this project was to develop a better understanding of Aboriginal fishing 
practices (past and present) through the development of educational materials.  
 
This was to be undertaken as on-the-job training while working at Fisheries Victoria’s 
Marine and Freshwater Discovery Centre (MFDC) and, as a result of this scholarship, 
by researching indigenous fishing methods at the National Museum of Australia. 
 
OUTCOMES ACHIEVED TO DATE 
• Two traditional fishing posters were developed: 

o A state by state overview of traditional fishing practice  
o Traditional fishing methods of the Wadawurrung, the traditional owners of 

the country on which the MFDC stands. 
• An indigenous fishing learning space was established within the MFDC 

showcasing  
o The indigenous posters.  
o Replica traditional fishing tools (a woven fishing net and thrusting spear) 

were commissioned and included in the display. 
o Artworks by indigenous artists illustrating key fish species and fishing 

activity. 
• Indigenous fishing information has been included in fisheries education classes for 

over 20,000 students.  
• Ceremony to showcase the indigenous fishing learning space and the posters, was 

held and included traditional welcome and smoking ceremony conducted by 
Wadawurrung elder Bryon Powell.  

• Delivered cultural awareness training for the Fisheries Victoria staff.  
• Additional funding received from Fisheries Victoria to establish the ‘Balla-wein’ 

learning space.  
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Background 

This professional development activity was designed to: 

• research traditional Indigenous fishing practices and create educational tools to 
be used in the MFDC.  

• increase my own knowledge and gain experience in working with traditional 
owners. 

Need 

At the time of applying for this scholarship the MFDC had few Indigenous educational 
tools that could be used for engaging students. Also, although I had completed a unit 
at university on “Caring for Kuntri” this scholarship gave me first-hand experience of 
researching material and working with Indigenous people.   

Objectives 
The original objectives to be undertaken included: 

• 2 Information posters 
• Photographs of fishing related activities and implements 
• Replication of traditional fishing tools 
• Local Aboriginal art fishing related.  

All of these objectives have been achieved.  



 

Methods 
Research methods undertaken for this project included: 

• Desktop searches 
• Library investigations – VIC state Library, Queenscliff, Hobson Bay, and 

AIATSIS library. 
• Trip to National Museum of Australia 
• Working with collated Wadawurrung material with TO 

Results/Discussion 

Being successful in receiving this development award has created many firsts for my 
new career path into the Environmental sector including 

(1) undertaking in the real-world (not through University driven) project,  

(2) learning to manage a project, an essential skill,  

(3) developing a close working relationship with Indigenous TOs,  

(4) developing educational materials,  

(5) commissioning replica fishing tools.   

Benefits and Adoption 
Benefits of this project include: 

• Industry sectors – Fisheries (all state depart.), Education institutes (e.g. 
Aquariums, schools, Universities etc.) 

• Community – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People and broader 
community 

 
The information gathered and used in the two posters could be used to meet the 
Australian Curriculum needs in schools.  
 
The Wadawurrung poster contains information that has never been released to the 
public before. This was their way of sharing their practices and language. Also the 
Wadawurrung poster is intended to be utilised by Wadawurrung people during their 
cultural awareness training sessions and school based lessons. 
 
The Indigenous poster that included all states, Territories and the Torres Strait 
highlighted one fishing practice each or raise awareness that culture was and still is 
strong. 

Further Development 

Ideally if Fisheries Victoria were to continue the Aboriginal trainee position each new 
person entering the position could work with a different TO, resulting in a series of 
Victorian based traditional fishing posters.  

Not only this, I could see this kind of tool being developed around Australia with like 
positions (Indigenous Trainee) and TOs. 

 



 

Intellectual property 

The information gathered from the Wadawurrung not included into the poster will 
remain confidential and never used without prior consent from Wadawurrung. 

All information gathered for the Australian poster was taken from public records, 
literature and the like. 

Appendices 

 
Photo of me in front of the MFDC Indigenous interpretation wall. 

 

 
Ceremony celebrating the exchange of the traditional thrusting spear and to 
showcase the indigenous fishing posters especially the Wadawurrung poster.   
 
 


