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ACTIVITY UNDERTAKEN

Through a 2010 FRDC Visiting Expert bursary, the Australian Prawn Farmers Association
(APFA) facilitated a visit to Australia by Associate Professor Niels Jorgensen of the
University of Copenhagen and Professor Claude Boyd of Auburn University.

Professor Jorgensen provided a key note address at the APFA and Australian Barramundi
Farmers Association (ABFA) conference, and then undertook co-operative work with
Southeast Queensland Water and Griffith University, as well as undertaking technical tours
of selected Barramundi farms in the Cairns region to provide advice on water quality and
tainting of fish.

Professor Boyd undertook a tour of aquaculture farms throughout the Townsville region
and participated in a science forum with APFA members and relevant Federal and State
Government agencies to discuss the way forward with water discharge licensing in the
Queensland aquaculture industry,

OUTCOMES ACHIEVED TO DATE

Two global experts in their respective fields came to Australia and were able to
communicate to a wide audience that consisted of farmer managers, farm owners, key
regulators, scientists and other researchers. The project reinforced that aquaculture is not
an exact science, and that industry is burdened with regulations not supported by
science. Professor Claude Boyd'’s expertise has empowered industry with information to
counter the argument for “nil net discharge.”
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APFA

Science forum “The way forward with discharge licensing for the Queensland
aquaculture industry.”

Dr Nigel Preston — CSIRO Food Futures Flagship.
Helen Jenkins - APFA

Professor Claude Boyd, Dr Nigel Preston CSIRO, Leigh Grey GBRMPA, Dr
Richard Smullen Ridley Aquafeed, John Lane DERM, Ian Eskdale DERM,
Bob Hoey DERM, Kerrod Beattie DEEDI, Robin Hansen DEEDI, Aimee
Moore Office of Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries and Rural and
Regional Queensland, Grahame Byron Premiers Department, Alistair Dick

- Pacific Reef Fisheries (PRF), Maria Mitris PRF, Kevin Smythe PRF,, Kylie
Giles — FRDC, Michael Heidenreich DEEDI, Marty Phillips ABFA, Graham
Dalton QAIF, Lindsay Trott AIMS, Warwick Nash DEEDI, Peter Lee DEEDI,
Max Wingfield DEEDI, Sam Miller DEEDI, John Dexter DEEDI, Rebecca
Schofield DEEDI, Kylie Wells SEWPAC, David Rhind SEWPAC.

- APOLOGIES: Nick Moore Gold Coast Marine Aquaculture, Dr Trevor
Anderson Seafarm, Liz Evans Primo Aquaculture, Mark Oliver Aquaculture
Support Services.




Discussion:

Grahame has 30 years experience in marine environment and fishing industry.

Reef Rescue plan was developed because inshore water quality for GBRMPA was declining and there
was a need to know why and where were the main sources of nutrient and sediment inputs. It was
determined that 80%, if not more, was from agriculture areas and that this was on the increase. The plan
was first introduced in 2003 then upgraded in 2009 and supports actions of government, industry and
community. The reef generates $6 billion to the Queensland economy and reef rescue has allocated $200
million, matched by industry. Farmers must implement a full ERMP that is independently audited. There
are specific targets by:

2013 - 50% reduction in nitrogen & phosphorus loads, 50% reductions in pesticides, 80% of landholders
(cane, grazing, cotton, dairy, cereal crops, fruit & vegetables) to adopt improved soil management
practices.

Two key priorities are improving the environmental conditions and social change. There is change
happening, this reef plan has strong partnerships with regional bodies, industry sectors who sit collectivel -
with policy makers to agree on the best way forward.

Copies of Reef Water Quality Protection Plan were available for attendees.

Questions:

Kerrod Beattie - Was aquaculture ever considered when the Reef Plan was introduced?
Grahame — No and next big battle is the mining sector.

Dr Richard Smullen — Understand that cane farmers have to reduce discharge loads but to they
have to operate to nil net discharge?

Grahame — No,

Conclusions:

Action items: Person responsible: Deadline:




Discussion:

Dr Preston explained that the science for water quality started in the late 1990°s as a response to all
stakeholders, sediment & nutrient discharge and the impacts to the environment. A brief summary of the
research undertaken from 1994 — 2004 has been prepared. Copies of this report are attached to these
minutes. The value of this research is estimated to be $5 million, has provided 42 peer reviewed papers, 3
final reports and various media releases.

As a result of this research all farms have adopted the practice of using between 10% and 35% of their
farm as treatment ponds where the sediment settles prior to water discharge. Some research has been
recently done on biofloc system which is almost a closed system but despite significant advances still
cannot achieve zero net discharge.

Prawn farms have operated adjacent to GBRMPA for more than 20 years and in this time there have been
no adverse impacts. Ideally the environmental management of the GBR lagoon system should be on a
whole-of-catchment basis. For example, the proposed Guthalungra discharge environment is a region that
is also impacted by the activities of a major coal terminal to the south and major sugar cane production
areas to the north. Dr Preston emphasised that the role of CSIRO, and other research organisations, is to
provide science to regulators and industry and not in advocacy or policy making. Dr Preston advised that
and zero net discharge of sediment and nutrients is currently not achievable for any commercial prawn
farm in the world. However, over the past 10 years there has been progressive reduction in nutrient and
sediment discharge from Australian prawn farms and no adverse impacts from the current farms that are
adjacent to the GBR. Queensland has ~ 0.5 million hectares of sugar cane production and ~ 1,000 hectares
of prawn farm production. There are several published studies of the discharge from prawn farms into
costal waters but no equivalent studies of the discharges from cane farms.

Conclusions:

Action items: Person responsible: Deadline:




1230-200pm  WhiteBoard Issues & Solutions: ~~~ Group discussions

Discussion:

Post lunch this discussion seemed to initially focus on the Guthalungra development until there was
objection form Leigh Gray and the DEWHA people. Kerrod confirmed that it was industry based and with
difficulty in getting higher levels to attend it is expected that those who have attended will report back to
their hierarchy what the industry is trying to cope with.

Dr Preston bought the discussions back to industry development level.

Critical question —Is there a likely prospect of achieving permissible level of discharge to allow new
ventures to proceed in the area of GBR?

Questions were raised about all industries having to comply with the same regulation of zero net discharge
and it appears that aquaculture has been targeted to meet this level while other sectors have not but must
meet conditions of the Reef Plan and Reef Outlook Report 2009,

There is a distinct disconnect between what is being imposed and how to achieve and some thought that
there was current technology available to reduce waste drastically a primary driver for new developments
is to be “site specific and the ability of the environment to assimilate”,

John Lane responded that zero net discharge could be answered: yes, no and don’t know. What is the
objective of the regulation? Is it acceptable that effluent causes net increase in sediment and nutrients in
the receiving environment?

Leigh Gray responded that the assimilative capacity is different from nutrient indicator — an increase in
algae can potentially change the ecosystem health. He suggested that zero net is achievable through drum
filters and vertical triple filters that are used in Israel and if adopted would give farms back the 30% of
land used for settlement ponds and turn them into production areas. However, there was consensus among
all participants that there are currently no commercial prawn pond operations in the world that are
operating with zero net sediment and nutrient discharges.

It was agreed that there is currently a lack of validations into non tidal creek environment impacts
therefore not known what the acceptable nutrient discharge limits could be.

Warwick Nash suggested there could be an option to trade off nutrient loads with cane farmers.

Kerrod Beattie responded that when considering new developments each government department has a
requirement to consider economics — triple bottom line and that if science supports new farms then
economics must come into considerations as well. Prawn return can be as high as $250,000 per hectare of
aquaculture a figure not matched by other agriculture sectors.

In moving forward Nigel identified that the following are the major issues for the aquaculture industry:
e Where can the next farm go and what can it discharge?
e Assimilative capacity of new developments.
e Process for quantifying permissible discharge loads.
o Offsets.
e Scientific summary and consensus on the science.
e Summarise approvals process within a framework.

A smaller representative group should be formed to take the above issues forward, where discussion needs
to get down to technical levels.

Those involved in this discussion should include - GBRMPA, SEWPAC (formerly DEWHA), DERM,
DEEDI, AIMS, CSIRO and Industry. This is subject to senior managers within each of these departments
approving further facilitation.












































































Management of waste discharges to the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park — a World
Heritage Area

Leigh Gray

Manager Water Quality Operations, Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority has as its primary goal to maintain, enhance
and protect aquatic ecosystems in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. In order to meet this
goal, good water quality is vital. Because it is a World Heritage Property there are both
national and international obligations that must be met with regard to any potential
development of this property.

In 2009 the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority released the Great Barrier Reef
Outlook Report 2009. The Outlook Report is an important stock take of the Great Barrier
Reef, its management and its future.

The primary aim of the Outlook Report is to provide a regular and reliable report on the
management of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, the overall condition of the ecosystem of
the Great Barrier Reef Region (including the ecosystem outside the Region where it affects
the Region), social and economic factors, as well as a risk-based assessment of the longer-
term outlook for the Region.

Regular reporting through the Outlook Report is crucial in the ongoing monitoring of the
Great Barrier Reef and its management. It is a summary of the past and present condition of
the environmental, economic and social values of the Great Barrier Reef and presents its
possible future.

This first Outlook Report highlights that the Great Barrier Reef is one of the most diverse and
remarkable ecosystems in the world and remains one of the most healthy coral reef
ecosystems. Climate change, continued declining water quality from catchment runoff,
loss of coastal habitats from coastal development and a small number of impacts from
fishing are identified as the priority issues reducing the resilience the Great Barrier Reef.

The Outlook Report highlights that over the last 150 years, the land catchment areas adjacent
to the Reef have undergone extensive modification for urban infrastructure, agricultural
production, tourism and mining. This modification has led to significant increases in pollutant
loads in the rivers since the beginning of European settlement, such that now the major
sources of pollutants entering the Reef are the result of land use activities in the catchment
areas. Scientific consensus states that there has been a 5 — 10 fold increase in sediment loads,
a 2 — § fold increase in nitrogen loads, and a 2 — 10 fold increase in the phosphorus loads
incident on the inshore waters of the Great Barrier Reef.

Current monitoring of the inshore coastal waters of the Great Barrier Reef indicate that these
waters generally exceed the healthy values for chlorophyll @ and water clarity, with half of
these samples exceeding the healthy value for total suspended solids. It must be understood
that there is scientific consensus that the inshore coastal waters of the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park are currently being impacted by elevated concentrations of nutrients, sediments
and pesticides and that adding additional loads of sediment and nutrient will only further
exacerbate the existing problem.




does not however, mean that the discharge of waste is environmentally acceptable. These
standards are based on agreed best current farm practices at the time (2004) and do not
account for the assimilative capacity of the receiving environment in the proposed discharge
location. Standards for new prawn farm facilities have not been agreed at this time.

Critical factors in potential future development of the industry include;

* Determination of site suitability based on the assimilative capacity of the receiving
environment

e Physical site characteristics

e Opportunities for Environmental Offsets on a like for like basis and in the same
location as the proposed discharge

* Design and treatment standards - there is an urgent need for research into new and
innovative practices that reduce the need to discharge aquaculture waste at current
levels rather than continue to make minor improvements in existing practices.








