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Executive Summary

Introduction



Fisheries co-management is an arrangement whereby responsibilities and obligations for sustainable
fisheries management are negotiated, shared and delegated at appropriate levels between government,
recreational fishers, Aboriginal traditional fishers, the commercial fishing industry and other key
stakeholders, such as conservation groups (Neville 2008).

A co-management policy has been developed in South Australia by the Department of Primary Industries
and Regions (PIRSA) to provide a framework to promote and encourage the co-management of South
Australian fisheries. However, truly successful co-management depends on broad input from all
stakeholders of the resource. At the present time, the South Australian recreational community’s ability to
actively engage and participate in management review processes, strategy and growth planning and
meaningful ongoing engagement with other sectors is limited.

A Fisheries and Research Development Corporation (FRDC) funded engagement project Beyond
engagement: moving towards a co-management model for recreational fishing in South Australia (FRDC
2013-205) aimed to better understand what recreational fishing means to people and what future they
want for their community. Discussions generated consistent themes and issues of concern to recreational
fishers, including sustainable fishing, ongoing access, funding and leadership, governance, education and
acknowledgement of the community.

The outputs of FRDC 2013-205 further identified the need to build the capacity and skills of recreational
fishers to improve incorporation of 'grass roots' input from the recreational fishing community into
fisheries management processes in South Australia.

At a higher strategic level, at the time of the awarded bursaries, the former FRDC Research, Development
and Extension plan 2015-2020 aligned with the same vision through the statement that ‘all sectors of the
Australian fishing and aquaculture need strong, effective, connected leadership to respond well to the
challenges and opportunities before them... Having strong leadership capacity will generate strong fishing
and aquaculture communities that are productive, profitable and resilient to change, therefore people
development remains an important focus for Research Development and Extension.’

The current FRDC Research, Development and Extension plan 2020-25 states a vision of collaborative,
vibrant fishing and aquaculture, creating diverse benefits from aquatic resources, and celebrated by
community. The plan further details that it is through capability and capacity building that enhanced
diversity and openness to change offers competitive advantage and adaptability to produce a community of
fishing and aquaculture that is cooperative, diverse, and well equipped to enable growth and adaptability in
a complex and uncertain world.

In providing the opportunity for three members of the South Australian recreational fishing community to
attend the National Recreational Fishing Conference 2019 (NRFC 2019), this project aimed to enhance
jurisdictional-based opportunities by increasing national-level capacity building opportunities. In addition to
the personal development aspect, the ability to create connections and linkages to recreational fishing
community leaders from other states and territories is invaluable to the future stewardship of the South
Australian recreational fishing community.
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Objectives

The objectives of this project were:
5% To encourage increased participation of South Australian community members in national
recreational fishing forums

<~ Increased provision of pathways and opportunities to assist in better representing the recreational
fishing community on both a state and national level



5% Increased capacity and knowledge building opportunities for members of the South Australian
recreational fishing community

& Support in increasing attendance and networking opportunities for the recreational fishing
community across states and territories

6%

To build strong linkages and encourage information sharing between states and territories

Discussion

The National Recreational Fishing Conference 2019 (NRFC 2019), hosted by the Australian Recreational
Fishing Foundation (ARFF), was held in December 2019 in Hobart, Tasmania. The theme for the conference
was Our Fishing, Our Research, Our Recreational Future to celebrate, inform and expand Australia’s
recreational fishing citizen science programs. The conference was well attended with not only recreational
fishing stakeholders and representatives from each state and territory of Australia, but also fisheries
scientists and managers from across Australia.

The conference was held across two days, with each day split into three sessions. Each session thematically
focused on numerous citizen science programs across Australia and exploring strategies that can be applied
to motivate and empower recreational fishers to participate in the stewardship of recreational fishing.

The three recipients of the FRDC bursaries were South Australian recreational fishers from diverse
backgrounds and levels of professional development; the South Australian Recreational Fishing Manager
Skye Barrett, Chair of the Minister’s Recreational Fishing Advisory Council (MRFAC) Graham Keegan and
member of the MRFAC David Scholefield.

At the time of conference attendance, the MRFAC was a relatively new organisation. It was established in
March 2019 by the South Australian government to provide feedback and advice on recreational fishing
initiatives, strategic growth plans and policy issues that impact the recreational fishing community. As such,
a primary role of the MRFAC was to improve engagement and dialogue between recreational fishers and
the government to improve co-management arrangements for the recreational fishing community. In
addition, the MRFAC aims to unify the South Australian recreational fishing community through
strengthening linkages across sectors, working groups, regional recreational fishing committees and
individuals of the community at both state and national level.

In taking on the principle advisory role, it was imperative the MRFAC members build their skills and
continue to work to increase their capacity and capabilities to efficiently deliver advice that accurately
represented the needs and interests of the recreational fishing community. The attendance and
participation of the bursary recipients to the conference provided one of the first steps to increasing
opportunities and pathways to encourage and better represent the recreational
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